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Abstract 

The impact of quarterly Mectizan (ivermectin) treatments on transmission, microfiladermia, and 
ocular lesions was evaluated in two formerly hyperendemic communities (Las Golondrinas and Las 
Nubes II) located in the main endemic focus for onchocerciasis in Southern Chiapas, Mexico. The 
data suggest that Onchocerca volvulus transmission has been suppressed after elimination of 
microfiladermia in these two communities. Increasing the frequency of Mectizan treatment to four 
times per year appears to have resulted in the rapid suppression of transmission in communities 
with residual transmission. 
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