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ABSTRACT
Even though the international trade system was originally developed with-
out considering an environmental protection framework, efforts are being
made to join environmental and political aims. In Mexico, Baja California
Sur (Bcs) is the most arid state and with more coastline than any other state
in the country (2,200 km). The purpose of this work was to identify economic
and social impacts caused, up until the present, by the North American Free

*We want to thank the Bank of Mexico for the financing granted for the realization of this work,
as well as to the suggestions and comments of Danilo Calliari, Felipe Garcia-Rodriguez, Lizbeth
Salgado, German Poce Diaz, Cerafina Arguelles and two anonymous reviewers, whose efforts signi-
ficanty improved the final version of our manuscript. Also, thanks to Marcos Acevedo for his help in
figures and Jose Antonio Beltran during fieldwork. We would like to thank Gari-Ellen Donohoe for
editing the English-language text.

** Investigador del Centro de Investigaciones Biol6gicas del Noroeste. Correo electrdnico:
<ibeltran@cibnor.mx>.

*** |nvestigadores del Centro de Investigaciones Bioldgicas del Noroeste.

**** Investigador de la Universidad Auténoma de Baja California Sur.

Problemas del Desarrollo, Revista Latinoamericana de Economia,
vol. 33, nim. 129, México, IIEc-UNAM, abril-junio, 2002. 43



