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Feeding habits of dolphinfish (Coryphaena hippurus) in the southeastern Gulf of
California, Mexico

Arturo Tripp Valdez, Felipe Galvan Magafia & Sofia Ortega Garcia

The objective of the study was to identify key elements of the feeding ecology of the dolphinfish, which is a
high tropic predator important for sport and artisanal fishing in the Mexican Pacific. Feeding habits were
investigated during the years 2000-2003. This species is seasonal in the southern Gulf of California and
probably remains there because of the abundant prey. The contents of 232 dol phinfish stomachs were analyzed,
identifying 98 prey species, although only eight of these were well-represented in the diet. The most important
prey by weight was the fish Hemiramphus saltator, however by number and frequency of occurrence was the
crustacean Hemisquilla californiensis. No differences in the diet were found between males and females,
although there was an ontogenic diet shift between seasons. There was no relationship between dolphinfish
size and prey size, because dolphinfish fed preferentially on prey with an average size of 4.7 cm.
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