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Abstract 
 
Lower respiratory tract infections are a major cause of illness and death. Such infections are 

common in intensive care units (ICU) and their lethality persists despite advances in diagnosis, 

treatment and prevention. In Mexico, some plants are used in traditional medicine to treat 

respiratory diseases or ailments such as cough, bronchitis, tuberculosis and other infections. 

Medical knowledge derived from traditional societies has motivated searches for new bioactive 

molecules derived from plants that show potent activity against bacterial pathogens. Therefore, the 

aim of this study was to evaluate the effect of hexanic, chloroformic (CLO), methanolic (MET) and 

aqueous extracts from various plants used in Mexican traditional medicine on various 

microorganisms associated with respiratory disease. 
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