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Bioaccumulation and biomagnification of total mercury in four exploited shark
gpecies in the Baja California Peninsula, Mexico

A. Maz-Courrau, C. Lépez-Vera, Felipe Galvan Magaha, O. Escobar-Sanchez, R. Rosiles-Martinez & A.
Sanjuan-Murioz

The present study determined the average Mercury bioaccumulation in the muscle tissue of four shark species
(Carcharhinus falciformis, Prionace glauca, Sphyrna zygaena and Isurus oxyrinchus) captured in the Baa
Cdlifornia Peninsula. We aso evaluated biomagnification of some prey consumed by sharks. All sharks
species had mercury levels over the limit specified by the Mexican government for human consumption. Blue
shark (P. glauca) presented highest mercury values (1.96 + 1.48 Ig/g Hg d.w.) and it was the unique specie that
showed a negative correlation with mercury content (Rs = -0.035, p = 0.91). Scomber japonicus was the prey
with high content of Mercury (0.57 £ 0.02 Ig/g).
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